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Dear Parents,

Studies show that children who do not read or have access to books during the summer lose up to 2 months of
reading performance. Those losses accumulate during the elementary school years so that by the time a child
enters middle school he/she may be 2 % years behind! The good news is “summer slide” can be prevented
if children are provided with summer reading opportunities. Here are a few ideas that can support reading
development during the off months of school:

Visit your local library! Help your child find “right fit” books. Right fit books are books that
are of high interest to your child and are not beyond their reading level. You can use the FIVE
FINGER RULE to make sure the reading is not too difficult. Open the book to a page with many
words. Have your child begin reading the text. Hold up a finger for each word he/she does not know.
If you have 4 or 5 fingers up, the text may be too difficult for your child to read independently. Feel
free to still check out the book as it may be a book you want to read with your child!

Be sure your child reads at least 20 minutes a day. A child who does so
increases their reading word bank up to 1,800,000 words by the time they reach sixth grade. That's
a lot of words!

Set a good exqmple. When your child sees you enjoying reading they receive the
message that reading is important and valuable.

Read to your child. when you read to your child, he/she hears the rhythm of language. Be
sure to read with expression! Changing your voice for different characters and increasing your
volume during exciting parts are only a few ways to keep children engaged.

Read with your child. Explore different types of reading such as poetry. Poetry is a great
way to improve phonemic awareness skills for younger children and a great way to improve fluency
for older children!

Read for different purposes. Reading directions for a recipe or directions for
assembling a toy are fun ways to make sure reading is a part of everyday activities.

Play games with words. visit online resources that support building vocabulary such as:
http://vocabulary.com, http://www.confusingwords.com, or http://www.wordia.com.

O N O OO N

If you have access to an iPad there are tons of interactive books

and apps that address phonics and early reading skills. There are also
many websites that offer free reading related games. See our recommended list in the resource
section of this packet.

Have a happy and healthy summer! Be sure to read, read, and read some

more! Not only can we prevent the summer slide,
we can accelerate reading growth!



Des études ont montre que les enfants qui ne lisent pas ou n’ont pas accés aux livres au cours de I'été
perdent jusqu'a 2 mois de performance de lecture. Ces pertes s’accumulent au cours des années durant
I'école élémentaire jusqu’a ce que I” enfant aille au colllege peuvent lui fait perdre deux ans et demi de
lacunes ! Est la bonne nouvelle est que ces lacunes peuvent etre evitees si I' enfant se voit fournir des
possibilites de lecture durant I'ete » . Voici quelques idées qui peuvent aider a developer voire stimuler le
niveau intellectuel de I'enfant durant la periode des vacances :

Visiter votre bibliothéque locale ! Aider votre enfant a trouver le livre qui correspond a son niveau et de
1 son choix. Vous pouvez utilizer la technique des cing doigts pour s’assurer que la lecture n'est pas difficile pour I
enfant.Veuillez ouvrir la page du livre ou vous avez le maximum de mots de vocabulaire. Commencer a faire lire le
livre a I'enfant. Veuillez insister sur les mots que I'enfant ne connait pas.Ayez la latitude de choisir le livre que vous
voulez lire avec votre enfant.

2 N’oubliez pas de faire lire votre enfant au moins 20 minutes par jour.Ceci aide a accroitre
le niveau de vocabulaire de votre enfant jusqu’ ce que I'enfant puisse asssimiler 1.800000
mots au moment ou il est au CM2.

Donner le bon exemple. Quand votre enfant vous voit cultiver le gout de la lecture il percoit
automatiquement la valeur et I'importance de la lecture.

Lire a votre enfant. Lorsque vous lisez 4 votre enfant, il/elle entend le rythme de la langue. N'oubliez

pas de lire avec expression | Changer votre voix au gre des differents personnages du livre.Ceci peut
aider I'enfant a s’interesser davantage a la lecture..

une excellente fagon d’ameéliorer les compétences de prise de conscience phonémique pour les jeunes
enfants et un excellent moyen d’améliorer la fluidité pour les enfants plus agés !

Lire a différentes fins. Mode de lecture d’une recette ou les instructions pour assembler un jouet sont
amusants moyens pour s'assurer que la lecture est une partie des activités quotidiennes.

Veuillez utiliser les jeux de mots. Visiter les ressources en ligne qui prennent en charge le lexique
tels que : hitp://Vocabulary.com , http://www.confusingwords.com , ou http://www.wordia.com .

Si vous avez accés a un iPad il y a beaucoup de livres interactifs et d’applications de

phonetique et les aptitudes de lecture . Il y a aussi beaucoup de sites Web qui offrent la lecture
gratuite jeux connexes. Consultez notre liste recommandée dans la section ressources de ce paquet.

5 Lisez avec votre enfant. Veuillez explorer différents types de lecture tels que la poésie. La poésie est

Passez un été heureux et en santé ! N’oubliez pas de lire, lire et lire encore plus ! Non seulement
peut-on prévenir le toboggan d’été,
Nous pouvons accélérer la croissance de lecture !
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Queridos padres,

Los estudios demuestran que los nifios que no leen o tienen acceso a libros durante el verano
pierden hasta 2 meses de rendimiento de lectura Esas pérdidas se acumulan durante los afios
de la escuela primaria, de modo que cuando el nifio ingresa a la escuela secundaria jpuede
estar 2 afos y medio atras! La buena noticia es “slide verano” puede ser prevenido si a los
nifios se les proporcionan oportunidades de lectura durante el verano. Aqui hay algunas
ideas que pueden apoyar el desarrollo de la lectura durante los meses libres de la escuela:

1 Visite su biblioteca local! Ayude a su hijo a encontrar libros “sistema mas adecuado”. Los

libros correctos son libros que son de gran interés para su hijo y no estan mas alla de su nivel de
lectura. Puede utilizar los CINCO REGLA DE FINGER para asegurarse de que la lectura no
sea demasiado dificil. Abra el libro en una pagina con muchos palabras. Haga que su hijo
comience a leer el texto. Levante un dedo por cada palabra que él / ella no sabe. Sitiene4 05
dedos hacia arriba, el texto puede ser demasiado dificil para que su hijo lea de forma
independiente. Sensacion jlibre para revisar el libro, ya que puede ser un libro que quiera leer
con su hijo!

2 Asegurese de que su hijo lea por lo menos 20 minutos al dia. Un nifio que lo
hace aumenta su banco de palabras de lectura hasta 1,800,000 palabras para cuando alcanzan
el sexto grado. Eso es jun montdn de palabras!

3 Dé un buen ejemplo. Cuando su nifio le ve disfrutando de la lectura que reciben el mensaje
de que leer es importante y valioso.

4 Lea a su hijo. Cuando se lee a su hijo, él / ella escucha el ritmo del lenguaje. Ser jseguro de

leer con expresion! Cambiando tu voz para diferentes personajes y aumentando tu volumen
durante partes emocionantes son solo algunas formas de mantener a los nifios involucrados.

5 .ea con su hijo. Explora diferentes tipos de lectura, como la poesia. La poesia es genial

forma de mejorar las habilidades de conciencia fonémica para los nifilos mas pequefios y una
excelente manera de mejorar la fluidez para nifos mayores!

6 Leer para diferentes propdsitos. Leer las instrucciones de una receta o instrucciones

para armar un juguete son formas divertidas de asegurarse de que la lectura sea parte de las
actividades cotidianas.

7 juegos de jugar con las palabras Visite recursos en linea que apoyan la construccion de

vocabulario, tales COMO:. hitp://vocabulary.com , http://www.confusinawords.com O
http://www.wordia.com .

8 Si tiene acceso a un iPad, hay toneladas de libros interactivos

y aplicaciones que se ocupan de la fonética y habilidades de lectura temprana. También hay
muchos sitios web que ofrecen juegos relacionados con la lectura gratuita. Vea nuestra lista
recomendada en el recurso seccion de este paquete. jQue tengas un verano feliz y saludable!
Asegurese de leer, leer y leer algunos jMas! No solo podemos evitar el deslizamiento de
verano, jpodemos acelerar el crecimiento de la lectura!
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Phonemic Awareness Activities—K-1

|
|
i
|

!D Play “I Spy” with your child, but instead of giving a color say, “l spy
[something that starts with /b/.” or “i spy something with these sounds,
Eldf 161 Igl.” Have your child do the same.

EI Play a game in which you say a word and your chiid has to break apart all the sounds.
Ask your child to stretch out a word like dog and he/she can pretend to stretch a word with

a rubber band. Your child should say /d/ /6/ Ig/.

L_._I Play the “Silly Name Game™. Replace the first letter of each famtly member’s name with
a different letter. For example, ‘Tob’ for ‘Bob’, ‘Watt’ for ‘Matt’, etc.

[] Say a sentence aloud and ask your child to determine how many words were in the
sentence.

L:l Explain that rhymes are words that sound the same at the end.
EI Read hooks over and over again containing rhymes.
D As you read, have your child complete the rhyming word at the end of each line.

EJ Orally provide pairs of words that rhyme and pairs that do not rhyme (EX; pan/man;
pat/boy). Ask, “Do ‘pan’ and ‘man’ rhyme? Why? Do ‘pat’ and ‘boy’ rhyme? Why not?”

D Prompt your child to produce rhymes. Ask, “Can you tell me a word that rhymes with

‘cakel?l,

D Sing rhyming songs like “Row, Row, Row Your Boat” or “Twinkly, Twinkle Little Star”.

ssauIDMY J1tuaUoYd




Phonemic Awareness

Phonemic Awareness Activities—K-1

E] Give your child a smali car {such as a Matchbox car). Write a 34 letter word on a piece

of paper with the letters spaced apart. Have your child drive the car over each letter saying
the letter sound. Have your child begin driving the car slowly over the letters and then drive
over them again slightly faster. Continue until the word is said at a good rate.

m To help your child segment {(separate) sounds in words:

OGive your child 3-5 blocks, beads, bingo chips, or similar items. Say a word
and have your child move an object for each sound in the word.

OPlay Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes with sounds. Say a word and have your
child touch his/her head for the first sound, shotlders for the second sound, and
knees for the third while saying each sound.

oJump for Sounds. Say a word and have your child jump for each sound in the
word while saying the sound.
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Phonics

Phonics is the ability to understand the relationship
between letters and the sounds they represent. This
includes:

- Recognizing print patterns that represent
sounds

- Syllable patterns

- Word parts {prefixes, suffixes, and root words)

Common Consonant Digraphs and Blends:
bi, br, ¢h, ck, cl, cr, dr, fl, fr, gh, gl, gr, ng, ph, pl, pr,
qu, sc, sh, sk, sl, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, th, tr, tw, wh, wr

Common Consonant Trigraphs:
nth, sch, scr, shr, spl, spr, squ, sfr, thr
Common Vowel Digraphs:
ai, au, aw, ay, ea, ee, €l, eu, ew, ey, ie, oi, 00, OU, OW, Oy




Phonics Activities—K-1

[] Make letter-sounds and have your child write the letter or letters that
match the sounds.

D Play word games that connect sounds with syllables and words. (for example, if the let-
ters “p-e-n" spell pen, how do you spell hen?).

D Write letters on cards. Hold up the cards one at a time and have your -,If,a;“'f“\:“ 1‘7
\ '\ﬁ I'l
Jﬁ
/

child say the sounds {for example, the /d/ sound for the letter d).

D Teach your child to match the letters in hisfher name with the sounds \
in histher name. s

D Point out words that begin with the same letter as your child's names (for
example, John and jump). Talk about how the beginning sounds of the words are
alike.

D Use alphabet books and guessing games to give your child practice in matching letters
and sounds. A good example is the game, "1 am thinking of something that starts with /t/.

D Write letters on pieces of paper and put them in a paper bag. Let your child reach into
the bag and take out letters. Have your child say the sounds that match the letters.

[] Take a letter and hide it in your hand. Let your child guess in which hand is the letter.
Then show the letter and have your child say the letter name and make the sound (for exam-
ple, the letter m matches the /m/ sound as in man).

[:l Make letter-sounds and ask your child to draw the matching letters in cornmeal or

D Take egg cartons and put'a paper letter in each slot until you have all the letters of the
alphabet in order. Say letter-sounds and ask your child to pick out the letters that match
those sounds.

D Building words - Using magnetic letters, make a three letter word on the refrigerator

(cat). Have your child read the word and use it in a sentence. Every day, change one letter to
make a new word. Start by changing only the beginning tetter {cat, bat, hat, sat, mat, rat,
pat). Then change only the ending letter {pat, pal, pad, pan). Finally, change only the middle
letter {pan, pen, pin, pun).




Phonics Activities—K-1

D Making words - For this game, you will need magnetic letters and three
bags. Put half of the consonants into the first bag. Put the vowels into the
middle bag, and put the remaining consonants into the last bag. Have your
child pull one letter from the first bag. That will be the first letter of their
word. Then have your child pull from the vowel bag for the second lefter of
the word and from the other consonant bag for the third letter of the word.
Next, the child will read the word and decide if it is a real word or a non-
sense word. Take turns replacing the vowels as needed until there are no
—— more consonants left.

D Labeling words - When reading with your child, keep Post-it

notes handy. Every so often, have your child choose one object
in the picture and write the word on a Post-it. Put the note in the

book to read each time you come to that page.

O Practicing words with pictures - Choose pictures from a
magazine or catalog. Say the name of the picture, have your child say the sound that the
picture begins with and the name of that letter.

M® B &

Markeq

D Hunting for words - Choose a letter and have your child hunt
for five items beginning with that letter sound. As each objectis i h'@# . 4
found, help your child write the word on a list. For example, if the "2

target sound is *m*, the child might find and write mop, mat, ﬂ‘ - /-EE- g v

Mom, money, and microwave.

E] Hints for helping your child sound out words

O First Sound - Have your child say the first sound in the word and make a
guess based on the picture or surrounding words. Double-check the printed
word to see if it matches the child's guess.

OSound and Blend - Have your child say each sound separately (555 aaa t).

This is called "sounding it out”, and then say the sounds together (sat). This is
"blending"”.

OFamiliar Parts - When your child starts reading longer words, have him nofice

the parts of the word that he already knows. For example, in a word such as
“presenting”, your child may already know the prefix pre-, the word “sent,” and

the word ending -ing.

(] Teach your chiid to recognize the letters in his or her name.



Phonics Activities—K-1

D Use magnetic letters to spell words on the refrigera-
tor or spell names of family members and friends.

D Discuss how names are similar and different.

EI Recognizing shapes is the beginning of recognizing
the features of letters. Have your child sort letters by tall
tails, short tails, hooks, humps, and circles. Your child
can continue to sort by feature combinations as well (Ex:
circles and tall tails, hooks and circles, humps and tall
tails, etc.)

D Ask your child to name stores, restaurants, and other places that have signs. This is
called environmental print. Have your child cut the images of these signs from bags, take-
out containers, and fliers and post them somewhere to make an Environmental Print Word
Wall.

D Ask your child to fook through ads to point out things he/she recognizes. Ask if they
know any of the letters on the page.

D Use stores as an opportunity for learning! Ask guestions like,
“Can you find something that has a letter C? Can you find a word
that begins with an M? Can you find something with 4 [etters?”
Praise all efforts and keep it like a game.

[ | Make alphabet letters out of Play-doh®.

] write letters with your finger on your child’s back and have them guess the letter.
Have your child do the same to you.

L__] Play “Memory” or “Go Fish” using alphabet cards.

D Read alphabet books to your child and eventually ask him/her to name the items on the
page that you know hel/she can successfully telf you.




Fluency

Fluency is the ability to read with sufficient speed
to support understanding. This includes:

- Automatic word recognition
- Accurate word recognition

- Use of expression




Fluency Activities—K-1

D Repeated reading - Choose a passage that will not be very difficult for your child. Read
the passage aloud to your child, and then read it together, helping your child figure out any
tricky words. Next, have your child read the passage to you with a focus on accuracy. Final-
Iy, have your child read the passage to you again, paying attention to fluency and expres-
sion. The goal is to sound smooth and natural.

D Use different voices - When reading a familiar story or passage, try having your child
use different voices. Read the story in a mouse voice, cowboy voice, or a princess voice.
This is another way to do repeated reading, and it adds some fun to reading practice.

[] Read to different audiences - Reading aloud is a way
to communicate to an

audience. When a reader keeps the audience in mind, he/
she knows that his reading must be fluent and expressive.
Provide a variety of opportunities for your child to read to
an audience. Your child can read to stuffed animals, pets,
siblings, neighbors, grandparents - anyone who is willing
to listen. This is a good way to show off what was prac-
ticed with repeated reading.

D Record the reading - After your child has practiced a
passage, have hinvher record it with a tape player or MP3
device. Once recorded, your child can listen to his reading and’
ten, he/she will want to record it again and make it even better!

D When you read a story, use appropriate expression during dialogue. Encourage your
child to mimic your expression. Talk with him/her about what that expression means. Ex: if
the character is excited about going to the park, he/she should sound like that in his/her
voice. Encourage your child to repeat key phrases or dialogue.

L__] Recite nursery rhymes and poems tc build familiar phrases in speech.

O ma repetitive text, ask your child to repeat the familiar phrase with you. Ex: For the

story, “The House that Jack Built” your child can recite with you “ in the house that Jack
built.”




Fluency Activities—K-1

[J when you read a story, use appropriate expression during the speaking parts
(dialogue). Encourage your child to copy your expression. Talk with him/her about what that
expression means. Ex: If the character is excited about going to the park, he/she should
sound like that in his/her voice. Encourage your child to repeat key phrases or dialogue.

D Point out punctuation marks that aid in expression such as question marks,

exclamation points and quotation marks. Demonstrate how your voice changes as you read
for each. Only focus on one during a book. Remember it is important to enjoy it first and

foremost.

o

favorite lines of songs.

[:I Make your own books of favorite songs for child to
practice “reading”. This builds confidence and helps
your child identify him/herself as a reader.

D Say a sentence to your child and ask him/her to repeat it to you. Challenge your child

to increase the number of words he/she can repeat. As you say it, put it in meaningful
phrases. Ex: The boy went/ to the store /with his mother.

D Alternate repeating the favorite lines of a poem or
nursery rhyme with your child. He/ she will mimic your
phrasing and expression.




Vocabulary

Vocabulary is students’ knowledge of and memory for
word meanings. This includes:

- Receptive Vocabulary

» Words we understand when read or
spoken to us

- Expressive vocabulary

+ Words we know well enough to use in
speaking and writing

Apngniop



Vocabulary

Vocabulary Activities—K-1

l:] Read aloud - Continue to read aioud te your child even after he is able to read inde-

pendently. Choose hooks above your child's level because they are likely to contain broader
vocahulary. This way, you are actually teaching him new werds and how they are used in

context.

L__] Preview words - Before reading to or with your child, scan through the book, choose

two words that you think might be interesting or unfamiliar to your child. Tell your child
what the words are and what they mean. As you read the book, have your child listen for
those words.

D Hot potato [version 1) - Play hot potato with synonyms. Choose a word, and then your

child has to think of another word that means the same thing. Take turns until neither player
can think of another word. For example, you may say, “Cold,” and your child might say,
"Freezing." Then you could say, "Chilly," and so on. Try the game

again with antonyms (opposites). O

E:] Hot potato {version 2) - Play hot potato with categories. For
younger children, the categories can be simple: pets, clothes, family
members. For older children, the categories can be quite complex: The *
Revolutionary War, astronomy, math terms.

[JJ word Collecting - Have each family member be on the look out for interesting words

that they heard that day. At dinner or bedtime, have everyone share the word they collected
and tell what they think it means. If the child shares an incorrect meaning, guide him/her to
the correct meaning. Try to use some of the words in conversation.

O introduce your child to a variety of experiences to help build background knowledge
he/she can use while making sense of print by taking them to the park, muse-
ums, the 200, etc.

| Play “categories™ with your child. Name a topic such as “farms” and ask
g your child to think of all the words he/she can related to that topic. Thisis a




Vocabulary Activities—K-1

[:] Discuss positional words such as beside, below, under, over, etc. Make it into a game at
dinner by asking your child to place his/her fork in different places in relation to his/her
plate. Ex: Put your fork above your plate.

E:] Use the language of books such as author, title, illustrator, title page, etc.
[] Dpiscuss ordinal words such as first, last, beginning, middie, etc.

D Talk about how things are similar/alike as well as how things are different. Ex: How is a
dog like a cat? How is a dog different from a cat?

D Use a variety of words to describe feelings and emotions. For example, your child says
he/she is happy. You can validate that by saying, “I'm so giad you are so joyful today! You
sure look happy!”

[:l Trips to everyday places build vocabulary. Discuss what you are doing and seeing as
you are going through the store, for example. “’'m here in the bakery. | can find donuts,
cockies, and bread.” Ask your child, “What else do you think | could find here?”

E] When you read a book about a topic, ask him/her to tell you all the words related to it.

Ex: If you read a book about a dog, he/she might say dog, puppies, toy, food, play, leash.
Add other words to help expand upon what he/she says.

f:] When you read a book, ask your child to identify categories for words he/she has read.
Ex: If you read a book about pumpkins, you could put the words pumpkin, leaf, stem, and
seeds into a category about the parts of a plant.

 Aipmgooop
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Comprehension

Comprehension is the ability to understand and draw
meaning from text. This includes:

- Paying attention to important information

- Interpreting specific meanings in text

- Identifying the main idea

- Verbal responses to gquestions

- Application of new information gained through
reading
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Comprehension

Comprehension Activities—K-1

] Sequencing errands - Talk about errands that you will run today. Use sequencing
words {sequence, first, next, last, finally, beginning, middie, end)

when describing your trip. For example, you might say, "We are

going to make three stops. First, we will go to the gas station.

Next, we will go to the bank. Finally, we will go to the grocery

store.”

] Every day comprehension - Ask your child who, what,

when, where, why, how

fguestions about an event in his/her day. For example, if your child attended a party, you
could ask, "Who was there? What did you do? When did you have cake? Where did you go?
Why did the invitation have dogs on it? How did the birthday child fike the presents?" Once
your child is comfortable answering these guestions about his/ her experiences, try asking
these questions about a book you've read together.

[:] Think aloud - When you read aloud to your child, talk about what you are thinking. it is
your opportunity to show your child that reading is a [ot more than just figuring out the
words. Describe how you feel about what’s going on in the book, what you think will happen
hext, or what you thought about a character’s choice.

Reading Fiction
E:] Before reading - Point out the fitle and author. Look at the picture on the cover and ask,

"What do you think is going fo happen in this story? Why?" This will help your child set pur-
pose for reading.

E] During reading - Stop every now and then to ask your child to tell you what has hap-

pensd so far or what he/she predicts will happen. You might also ask for your child's opin-
ion. "Do you think the character did the right thing? How do you feel about that choice?”
Explain any unfamiliar words.

I:I After reading - Ask your child to retell the story from the beginning, and ask for opin-
ions, foo. "What was your favorite part? Would you recommend this to a friend?"

Reading Nonfiction

[:] Before reading - Point out the title and author. Look at the picture on the cover and ask,
"What do you think you'll learn about in this book? Why7?" This helps your child consider
what he already knows ahout the topic. Look at the table of contents. You and your child
may choose to read the book cover to cover or o directly to a certain chapter.




Comprehension Activities—K-1

E:] During reading - Don't forget the captions, headings, sidebars, or any other information
on the page. Young readers tend to overlook these, so it's a good idea to show that the au-
thor includes lots of information in these "extras”.

D After reading - Ask your child, "What was it mostly about? What do you still want to
know? Where could you find out?"

Other ideas

[] Before your child reads a story, read the title and look at the cover. Ask, “What do you
think will happen in the story?”

E:] Take a quick “book look” and encourage your child to talk about what he/she thinks
about what might happen in the story.

E:l As your child reads, ask questions that start with who, what, where, when, why, and
how. If your child does not answer with an appropriate response, redirect by saying, “1 think
you mean a person because it was a “who” question” then restate the question.

D After you read a few pages, ask “What do you think will happen next?’

D Ask your child to talk about the beginning, middle and end of the story. You will need
to model this several times first.

D Discuss words related to stories such as characters, problem, and solution. For exam-
ple, “How did characters of the Three Bears solve the problem of the porridge being too
hot?” If the child does not know, show the picture or reread the page.

[:] After reading, ask your child, “What was your favorite part? Show me. Why do you like
that part?”

[:l Ask questions about character traits. Ex: “Which character do you think was Kind?

Which character was bossy? How do you know?” If your chilid doesn’t Know, give your an-
swer. You may need to do this many times before your child can do it. He/she may also
“mimic™ your answer. Encourage your child’s attempts.

D Encourage deeper thinking by asking, “if the story kept going, what do you think would
happen next?”

L] Help your child make connections to his/her life experience while reading. You could
say, “Is there anything you read in the story that reminds you of something? The boy who
went to the zoo with his family reminds me of when we went to the zoo over the summer.
What do you think?”

L] as you are reading, think out loud to your child. Ask questions such as “l wonder why

the boy is crying in the picture? Will he find his lost toy?” This demonstrates that reading
and comprehension is an active process, not passive. W

- -7 Make puppets to help your child retell a favorite story or use
stuffed animals as props to retell a story or part of a favorite story. 7

é‘t"x
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Phonemic Awareness Activities—2-3

ssaUIDMY DIUIUOL D

words into syllables.

l:l Make tally marks for the number of syllables in the names of
people in your family, favorite foods, etc.

l:] Give your child a small car {such as a Matchbox car). Write a 5+ letter word on a piece

of paper with the letters spaced apart. Have your child drive the car over each letter saying
the letter sound. Have your child begin driving the car slowly over the letters and then drive

over them again slightly faster. Continue until the word is said at a good rate.

DTo heip your child segment {separate) sounds in words:

0 Give your child 4-7 blocks, beads, bingo chips or similar
items. Say a word and have your child move an object for each
sound in the word.

O Play Head, Shoulders, Knees and Toes with sounds. Say a word and have
your child touch his/her head for the first sound, shoulders for the second
sound, and knees for the third while saying each sound.

0 Jump for Sounds. Say a word and have your child jump for each sound in the
word while saying the sound.
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Phonics

Phonics is the ability to understand the relationship
between letters and the sounds they represent. This
includes:
- Recognizing print patterns that represent
sounds
- Syllable patterns
- Word parts {prefixes, suffixes, and root words)

Common Consonant Digraphs and Blends:
bl, br, ch, ck, dl, cr, dr, fl, fr, gh, gl, gr, ng, ph, pl, pr,
qu, sc, sh, sk, st, sm, sn, sp, st, sw, th, tr, tw, wh, wr

Common Consonant Trigraphs:
nth, sch, scr, shr, spl, spr, squ, str, thr
Common Vowel Digraphs:
ai, au, aw, ay, ea, ee, ei, eu, ew, ey, ie, oi, 00, OU, OW, Oy




Phonics Activities—2-3

E] Make blend-sounds and have your child write the letters that match the sounds.

[:l Play word games that connect sounds with syllables and words (for example, if the lat-
ters "l-a-t-e-r" spell Jater, how do you spell hater? How many syllables are in Jater?).

] write vowel and consonant digraphs, trigraphs, and blends on cards. Hold up the cards

one at a time and have your child say the sounds {for example, the long e sound /é/ for the
vowel digraphs ea and ee).

O Writing words - Many children love to send and receive notes, and writing is a great way

to reinforce phonics skills. Send your child notes in his/her backpack or place notes on the
pillow. Have a relative or friend send a letter or email to
r"':fL f"l your child. Whenever your child receives a note, have
b2 e D 'himfher write back. Don’t be concerned about spelling.
i L llnstead, have your child sound out the words to the best
Sriligean Imf his/her ability.

‘\ LS T l
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= Hunting for words - Choose a blend and have your

child hunt for five items beginning with that sound. As each object is found, help your child
write the word on a list. For example, if the target sound is "bi", the child might find and
write blanket, bicod, blue, blizzard, blast.

[:I Hints for helping your child sound out words

O First Sound - Have your child say the first sound in the word and make a
guess based on the picture or surrounding words. Double-check the printed
word to see if it matches the child's guess.

O Sound and Blend - Have your child say each sound separately (sss aaa t).
This is called "sounding it out", and then say the sounds together (sat). This is "blending".

O Familiar Parts - When your child starts reading longer words, have him notice the
parts of the word that he already knows. For example, in a word such as “presenting”, your
child may already know the prefix pre-, the word “sent,” and the word ending -ing.

] Play “Memory” or “Go Fish” using consonant and vowel digraphs, trigraphs, and
blends.
S 0 |
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Pk




Fluency

Fluency is the ability to read with sufficient speed
to support understanding. This includes:

- Automatic word recognition
- Accurate word recognition

- Use of expression




Fluency Activities—2-3

[:l Repeated reading - Choose a passage that will not be very difficult for your child. Read
the passage aloud to your child, and then read it together, AR e e
helping your child figure out any tricky words. Next, have

your child read the passage to you with a focus on accura-

cy. Finally, have your child read the passage to you again,

paying attention to fluency and expression. The goal is to

sound smooth and natural.

D Use different voices - When reading a familiar story or

passage, try having your child use different voices. Read . i ——
the story in a2 mouse voice, cowboy voice, or a princess voice. Thls is another way to do re-
peated reading, and it adds some fun to reading practice.

D Read to different audiences - Reading aloud is a way to communicate to an

audience. When a reader keeps the audience in mind, he/she knows that his reading must
be fluent and expressive. Provide a variety of opportunities for your child tc read to an audi-
ence. Your child can read to stuffed animais, pets, siblings, neighbors, grandparents - any-
one who is willing to listen. This is a good way to show off what was practiced with repeated

| your child can listen to his reading and follow along in the book. Often, he/
| shie will want to record it again and make it even better!

D When you read a story, use appropriate expression during dialogue. En-
) courage your child to mimic your expression. Talk with him/her about what
that expression means. Ex: If the character is excited about going to the
park, he/she should sound like that in his/her voice. Encourage your child to
repeat key phrases or dialogue.

] make your own books of favorite songs for child to practice “reading”. This builds con-
fidence and helps your child identify him/herself as a reader.

D Alternate repeating the favorite lines of a poem with your child. He/ she will mimic your
phrasing and expression.




Vocabulary

Vocabulary is students’ knowledge of and memory for
word meanings. This includes:

- Receptive Vocabulary

« Words we understand when read or
spoken to us

- Expressive vocabulary

» Words we know weli enough to use in
speaking and writing




Vocabulary

Vocabulary Activities—2-3

L_.] Read aloud - Continue to read aloud to your child even after he
is able to read independently. Choose books above your child's
level because they are likely to contain broader vocabulary. This
way, you are actually teaching him new words and how they are
used in context.

through the boeok, choose two words that you think might be inter-
esting or unfamiliar to your child. Tell your child what the words are and what they mean. As
you read the book, have your child listen for those words.

[:] Hot potato {version 1) - Play hot potato with synonyms (words with similar meanings).
Choose a word, and then your child has to think of another word that means the same thing.
Take turns until neither player can think of another word. For example, you may say, "Coid,"
and your child might say, "Freezing.” Then you could say, "Chilly,” and so on. Try the game
again with antonyms (opposites).

[] Hot potato {version 2) - Play hot potato with prefixes or suffixes. The prefixes dis-, ex-,
mis-, non-, pre-, re-, and un- are common. Common suffixes include -able/-ible, -ed, -er, -est,
-ful, -ish, -less, -ly, -ment, and -ness.

[:] Hot potato {version 3) - Play hot potato with categories. For younger children, the cate-
gories can be simple: pets, clothes, family members. For older children, the categories can
be quite complex: The Revelutionary War, astronomy, math terms.

LT.] Word Collecting - Have each family member be on the look

out for interesting words that they heard that day. At dinner or
bedtime, have everyone share the word they coilected and teil
what they think it means. If the child shares an incorrect mean-
ing, guide him/her to the correct meaning. Try to use some of
the words in conversation.

Ll Play “categories” with your chiid. Name a topic such as

“acosystems” and ask your child to think of all the words he/she can related to that topic.
This is a great way to build word knowledge!

[:J When you read a book about a topic, ask him/her to tell you all the words related to it.

Ex: If you read a book about dinosaurs, he/she might say Tyrannosaurus Rex, paleontolo-
gist, herbivore, carnivore, fossil. Add other words to help expand upon what he/she says.




0 Summarizing
Predicting '§"
“Asking Questions

Comprehension

Comprehension is the ability to understand and draw
meaning from text. This includes:

- Paying attention to important information

- Interpreting specific meanings in text

- Identifying the main idea

- Verbal responses to questions

- Application of new information gained through

reading
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Comprehension

Comprehension Activities—2-3

[:.] Sequencing comics - Choose a comic strip
from the Sunday paper. Cut out each square
and mix the squares up. Have your child put
them in order and describe what is happening.
Encourage your child to use words like first,
second, hext, Tinally, etc.

[.j Every day comprshension - Ask your child who, what, when, where, why, how

questions about an event in his/her day. Once your child is comfortable answering these
questions about his/ her experiences, try asking these questions about a book you've read
together.

Reading Fiction
[:] Before reading - Point out the title and author. Look at the picture on the cover and ask,
"What do you think is going to happen in this story? Why?" This will help your child set pur-
pose for reading.
] During reading - Stop every now and then to ask your child to tell you what has hap-
pened so far or what he/she predicts will happen. You might also ask for your child's opin-
ion. Do you think the character did the right thing? How do you feel about that choice?”
Explain any unfamiliar words.
C] After reading - Ask your child to retell the story from the beginning, and ask for opin-
ions, too. "What was your favorite part? Would you recommend this to a friend?"
Reading Nonfiction
[] Before reading - Point out the title and author. Look at the picture on the cover and ask,
"What do you think you'll learn about in this book? Why?" This helps your child consider
what he already knows about the topic. Look at the table of contents.
J During reading - Don't forget the captions, headings, sidebars, or any other information
on the page. Young readers tend to overlook these, so it's a good idea to show that the au-
thor includes lots of information in these "extras™.
[:] After reading - Ask your child, "What was it mostly about? What do you still want to
know? Where could you find out?”
Other Ideas
(] Discuss words related to stories such as characters, problem, and solution. For exam-
ple, “How did the Wright Brothers find a solution to help their plane fly longer?” If the child
does not know, show the picture or reread the page.
] Ask questions about character traits. Ex: “Which character do you think was kind?
Which character was bossy? How do you know?” If your child doesn’t know, give your an-
swer. You may heed fo do this many times before your child can do it.
D Encourage deeper thinking by asking, “If the story kept going, what do you think would
happen next?”
E] Help your child make connections to his/her life experience while reading. You could
say, “Is there anything you read in the story that reminds you of something?”




ELEARNING WEBSITES
{FOR KiDS)

Here’s a list of some
safe websites for
explore on those

fun, educational, and

«fur‘ child to vistt and

ot summer days!

Swilcheroo Loo

www switcheroozoo.com
Watch, listen and play games to

learn all about amazing animals!

Fun Brain
www funbraincom
Play games while practicing

math and reading skills.

Nat Geo for Kids

www.kids nationalgeographic.com
Learn alPabouf ggeoggr‘apf)hy and

fascinating animals.

PBS Kids

www.pbskids.org
Hang out wfrh your fovor‘n‘e

characters all while learning!

Inlo The Book
www.reading.ecb.org
Go “info the book” to play games
that practice reading strategies.

Star Tal

www starfallcom
Practice your phonics skills

with these read-along stories.

SfUSS\ﬂl"t‘
sl o ETER: oo hang out
wﬂrh Dr. Seuss and his friends.

Storyline Online

WWW s’roryluneonhne net
Have some of your favorite stories

read o you by movie stars!

ABC UA
www abcyad.com
Practice math and reading skills

all while playing fun games!

hlighs Kids

WWW.h &xhgh’rs kids.com
Read, play games, and conduct

cool science experiments!




Online Resources for Parents

SIGHT WORD LISTS AND GAMES

http://www.sightwords.com

INFORMATION ON PHONICS

http://www.scholastic.com/parents/resources/article/developing-reading-skills/teach-phonics-home

http://www.readingrockets.org/audience/parents

http://www.icanteachmychild.com/10-steps-to-teaching-your-child-to-read/

http://pbs.org/parents/education/reading-language/reading -tips/phonics-basics/

http://reallvqoodstuff.com/community/11-free-reading-websites-for-kids/

KINDERGARTEN ONLINE GAMES

http://funbrainjir.com/games/

http://pbskids.ora/daniel/stories/

http: ww.greensburasalem.ora/Paae/137
http://abeya.com/kindergarten computers.htm#tletters-cat

http://www.readingresource.net/websitesforkids.html

FIRST GRADE ONLINE GAMES

http://www.abcya.com/first gradecomputers.htm

http://readingresource.net/websitesforkids.html

http://reallvaoodstuff.com/community/11-free-reading-websites-for-kids/

SECOND GRADE ONLINE GAMES

http://www.abcyva.com/second gradecomputers.htm

http://readinaresource.net/websitesforkids.html

http://sm ames.com/reading.ph



http://reallygoodstuff.com/community/11-free-reading-websites-for-kids/

https://wehavekids.com/education/elementaryv-reading-websites-for-kids

Additional K - 3 Literacy Resources

Storyline Online
http://www.storylineonline.net
Well known actors read children’s books online to get kids excited about reading!

Smithsonian Tween Tribute Junior
http://tweentribute.com/category/junior
Get kids excited about reading nonfiction with these current and high interest articles.

Giggle Poetry

http://www.gigglepoetry.com/poemcategories.aspx

Read hundreds of silly poems and rate them on the Giggle Meter. Poems are categorized by topic.
Author biographies are available.

KidsReads
htto://www.kidsreads.com
Great resource for finding information about new books, favorite authors, series, and so much more!

Robert Munsch

http://robermunsch.com

This popular author reads all 50 of his stories with enthusiasm and excitement. The audio can be
listened to or downloaded.

Starfall
http://starfall.com
Help children learn to read using this audiovisual interactive site.

Seussville

http://www.seussville.com

The official website of all things Dr. Seuss. Includes books, games, and lots of activities to get kids
excited about reading!

Storybird
http://storybird.com
Get kids excited about reading by having them write their own stories!

Story Jumper
https://storyiumper.com
Have kids create, share and read books online!



Book Adventure

http://www.bookadventure.com

A reading motivation program for children in grades K-8. It offers recommended reading lists by grade
Llevel along with rewards for reading accomplishments.

ReadWriteThink
http://www.readwritethink.org/parent-afterschool-resources
Includes lots of resources for parents to encourage their children to read.

MeL (Michigan eLibrary)

http://kids.mel.org

All of the resources below can be accessed through the Kids portal on MeL by clicking on the Homework
Helpers button.

BookFlix

Grades Pre-Kindergarten - Third Grade: An interactive experience that allows beginning readers to
explore fiction and nonfiction designed to increase understanding and fluency. Increase comprehension
and have fun at the same time!

Britannica Learning Zone

Grades Pre-Kindergarten - Second Grade: School code is mel5. Activity-centered learning to explore,
play, read, and build technology skills. Letters, numbers, geography, shapes and much more are
included.

World Book Kids

Grades Pre-Kindergarten - Fifth Grade: Contains nine content categories: Pictures and Videos, World of
Animals, Activities, Maps and More, Games, Important People, Compare Places, Science Projects, and
Dictionary.

Kids Infobits

Grades Pre-Kindergarten - Fifth Grade: Full text. Especially for beginning researches in kindergarten
through Grade Five. Covers geography, current events, the arts, science, health, people, government,
history, sports and more. Curriculum-related and age appropriate content is from the best elementary
reference sources and magazines.

World Book Early World of Learning

Grades Pre-Kindergarten - Third Grade: Follow Trek and Taffy the cat around the world learning about
colors, numbers, and other fun things. Strengthen reading foundations with stories, activities and
videos. Explore the Know It encyclopedia designed especially for early readers.

PTA Parent Guides for Student Success:
http://www.pta.org/parentsquides




Children's Summer

Reading Challenge

This reading challenge contains thirty books. Readers can choose a number of
books to read — whether it's five or all thirty — and check them off the list as they
read a book that corresponds to the descriptions below. Try to find books from
different genres that fit the descriptions.

O A chapter book with illustrations O A Cauldecott Award winner

O A book with a one-word title O A book written by an author with the

[0 A book with a seven-word title same first or last name as you

0 A book with “Blue” in the title OA b90k Wlth a main character who is
a minority

O A book title with two words that rhyme [ A book published the year you were

O A book with a dragon on the cover born
O A book with a female main character [ A book you borrow from someone
[ A book title with a character’s name [ A book set in a different country

[ A book with a yellow cover O A book you've seen the movie version

for but haven’
[0 A book between 90 and 120 pages or but haven't read

O A book with more than 200 pages BOKGIIsd SCHICS JOULANCILLHCa

[0 A book set in a different cent
O A book recommended by a parent OoX set1n a dillerent century

tt i helf
O A book chosen by a sibling or friend [ A book from a bottom library she

O A book with an animal as the H & prepiiienovel

main character O A nonfiction book
[ A new release from the library [J A book by Roald Dahl
O A Newbery Medal winner [0 A book with a mystery

juliestroebelbarichello.com



Summer Book Log Kindergarten

Wy
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L@ 9

Minutes Read
2.
~ Minutes Read
d.
Minutes Read
4,
S —— — ~ Minutes Read
5 -
Minutes Read
o.
Minutes Read
7. ——
o Minutes Read | _
5. _
. Minutes Read
[ P8
- ,—il) v Classroomurcom, All fights Resarved,

Reading is fun! Take time to read with someone and record your minutes here!
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Reading Bingo

Redd d
joke
book

Redd to
d pdrehf

Redd in
d comfy
chdir
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Redd
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mom
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ouf loud
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book
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your
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